Open management of septic abdomen by Marlex mesh zipper.
Marlex mesh with zipper was used for abdominal closure in 5 of 147 patients with generalized peritonitis seen during a period of 2 years. Residual/recurrent intra-abdominal sepsis necessitating repeated explorations prompted use of this technique followed by frequent peritoneal lavages. Abdominal sepsis was successfully controlled in 4 of 5 patients, although we lost 3 of 5 patients due to multiple factors.